SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 31 OCTOBER 2004

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

SILENT KEY

It is with regret that the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club has to announce the passing of Henry Arnoldus Hattingh ZS6SO - also known as "Spider" - last week, as a result of lung cancer.  After a military career he was a contractor at a commercial radio transmitting station.  He was also a keen tinkerer with computer programs and some digital modes.  He was well known in the Pretoria area for his good work among the amateurs and clubs, always lending a helping hand where needed.  He is a great loss to our hobby.  Spider we salute you.  He leaves behind his wife Jean, 2 daughters, a son and a grand daughter.  We extend our sincere condolences to them, other relatives and friends.

(PAUSE)

In the news today:

ANNUAL REMEMBERANCE SERVICE

NOVEMBER RAE

MOTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS 

NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR SARL AWARDS.

GATHERING AT RAND AIRPORT 

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.  Also, at your convenience, visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00, at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

You are listening to ZS6SRL and we now continue with the news in detail.

You are listening to ZS6SRL.  The news follows in detail.

WATCH WHAT YOU SAY ON THE AIR

As radio amateurs, we are allowed to talk to other licensed amateur stations, using the permitted amateur frequencies.  Our conversations should be restricted to comments on technical investigations, remarks of a personal nature and other items of a common interest.  But are they?

Listen on the repeaters and on HF and you will hear many things that are not of a technical nature or of a personal nature, etc.  Some of the remarks and conversations would be classed as insulting and improper, there are often sexist and racist remarks made.

Let us play the game, keep the conversations about amateur radio and our hobby.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR SARL SUBSCRIPTION

Today, Sunday 31 October 2004 is the cut off date for your SARL subscriptions.  According to statistics from the SARL website some 300 members have not yet renewed their subscriptions.

The Council of the SARL would like you to think about your membership and get your renewal sorted out early on Monday morning.  The membership fee can be deposited directly into the SARL's Bank Account.  The details are Standard Bank, Killarney branch, Johannesburg.  The account number is 001 682 059 and the branch code is 007 205, it is a current account.  It is also possible to renew your membership via the web at www.sarl.org.za

You are important to us!

ANNUAL REMEMBERANCE SERVICE

The annual rememberance service for radio amateurs who died in service for South Africa will be broadcast on Sunday 14 November at 10:45 over the transmitters of Radio Sonder Grense.  The service will be conducted by Rev. Hannes Enslin, ZR6JDE, minister of the Dutch Reformed Congregation, Silverton.  Radio amateurs are requested to maintain radio silence during the transmission of the service.

NOVEMBER RAE

The examination numbers for the November RAE are available on the SARL web page.  Candidates will also shortly be advised by post of their examination numbers and the venue details.

The examination takes place on 18 November at 19:00 at all centres right across South Africa.

NOMINATIONS FOR SARL COUNCIL MEMBERS

The present SARL Council will retire at the next AGM, which will take place on 9 April 2005, and in preparation for the event, nominations for councillors are invited in terms of Rule 16.2 from members of the SARL to fill these vacancies.  Should more than 15 nominations be received a ballot will be held.

Each nomination must contain the following:

1. Full names, call-sign and address of nominee;
2. An amateur radio related CV of not more than 200 words;
3. A signed declaration by the nominee that s/he accepts nomination and will serve on the Council of the SARL if elected;
4. Each nomination must be signed by a proposer and seconder;
5. Only fully paid-up members (Rule 16.3) of the SARL may be nominated, propose and second a nomination.

MOTIONS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Motions for submission and consideration at the Annual General Meeting of the SARL on 9 April 2005 are invited from members.

Each motion must contain the following:

1. A concise description of the motion;
2. A motivation in support of the motion;
3. A proposer and a seconder must sign each motion.

Nominations and motions must reach the Secretary by no later than 30 November 2004.  They must be addressed to The Secretary, SARL and mailed to P O Box 1721, Strubensvallei, 1735 or faxed to 011 675 2793. 

NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR SARL AWARDS.

Nominations are invited for the following SARL awards for achievements during the past year:
1. Honorary Life Membership (Highest award of the SARL).
2. Willie Wilson Gold Badge (for exceptional and meritorius service to the League)
3. Jack Twine Award  (to amateurs who in the opinion of their fellow amateurs and the Council, exemplify the qualities desirable in a Radio Amateur.)
4. Arthur Hemsley 2 metre Trophy (for extraordinary performance on EME or such tropospheric propagation.)
5. Barney Joel Trophy ( for best performance working HF mobile)
6. Joseph White Plaque (for exceptional achievement on 432MHz band
7. Bert Buckley six Metre Trophy  (for individual achievement in the 6 metre band.)
8. ICOM Excellence Award (for international recognition to South Africa in the Amateur Service field)
9. Radio ZS VHF Trophy (for the longest distance achieved on the 2 metre band)

Names of nominees and the relevant award, together with a short motivation should be sent to The Secretary, SARL P O Box 1721, Strubensvallei 1735 or per e-mail to secretary@sarl.org.za or faxed to 011 675 2793 before 30 November 2004

GATHERING AT RAND AIRPORT

On Saturday 13th November 2004, the Highveld Branch, the Southern Suburbs Club and the Antique Wireless Association will be meeting at the Transvaal Aviation Club (TAC) at Rand airport.  Commencing at 10:00 attractions include a radio station, visits to the Lebombo, the retired 747 and the South African Airways Museum which features many old radio sets.  Full catering is available, thanks to the TAC. Amateurs in the Gauteng area are invited to join in for a day of radio and aviation fun.

The TAC is located off Russel Street at the north east of Rand Airport, and is indicated on the Johannesburg Street Guide.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Kobus, ZS6KOB, our usual contributer for this item being away, we obtained the news on propagation conditions from the ARRL newsletter.  Their expert Tad "Shooting Star" Cook, K7RA, Seattle, Washington, reports: This week has been fantastic for HF propagation! The sun has been peppered with spots, and--best of all--there have been no geomagnetic upsets.  This is an unusual combination, to have geomagnetic indices so low while sunspot numbers are up.  What could be better just ahead of the CQ World Wide DX SSB Contest this weekend?

From last week to this week, the average daily sunspot number more than doubled--rising by more than 75 points to 140,7.  The sunspot number was highest on Sunday, October 24, when it was 178.  It hasn't been that high since last November 30!

Expect great conditions for the CQ WW, and you can expect the higher HF bands to yield plenty of DX. Average solar flux for this week was about 131, and you can expect continuing solar flux between 130-135 through the weekend.

Sunspot numbers for October 21 through 27 were 112, 134, 141, 178, 146, 124 and 150, with a mean of 140,7.

DIARY OF EVENTS

13 November Gathering at Rand Airport;
14 November Remembrance day service at 10:45 on Radio Sonder Grense transmitters;
18 November Next RAE examination;
21 November next Presidents net and Intecnet;
30 November last day for submission of nominations and motions for 2005 AGM;
9 April 2005 SARL AGM.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by Gustav, ZS6BWN, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX